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EPOSITED in the lap of rural re- 
tirement, by a deſtiny, which the 
_ preſent lowering aſpect of men and things 


gives me little reaſon to lament ;—engaged - 


in purſuits totally oppoſite to the avocations 
of a buſy capital, the intrigues or the 
leaſures of a court, I am reluctantly 
rouſed, by mingled emotions | of ſurpriſe 
and regret. 

_ Your circumſtances and ſituation, are 
indeed, Sir, alarming and critical! With 


an immenſe debt ſo lately diſcharged, your 


word and honour ſolemnly pledged, never 
to incur the indecorum of a ſecond appli- 
cation, you again preſent yourſelf to the 
public, a RoyarL InsoLveEnT. 

As my deſign is to inſtru, not to irri- 
tate, to remonſtrate, but not to degrade, I 
will” avoid the malignaticy of perſonal in- 

vective; 


( 4) 
vective; I will not violate that decorum, 
which, as a Prince and a Gentleman, you 
exemplify in yourſelf, and have a right to 
expect from others. But it is poſſible to 
be an accompliſhed, nay, an amiable cha- 
racter, and at the ſame time to be groſſſy 
deficient in the great duties of life, A 
long continued . courſe of levity may lead 
to criminal conſequences, and ultimately 
produce that moſt fatal of all ſtates of 
mind, indifference for public opinion. You 
muſt not expect, on the preſent occaſion, 
the flowery rhetoric of nuptial congratula- 
tion, which has from all quarters, been ſo 
recently rung, in ſonorous repetition, 
through all its changes. 

I have other tales to tell, and compli- 
ment muſt give way to the urgency of 
momentous truth !—Mine ſhall be the lan- 
| guage of zealous fidelity; I will ſpeak dag- 
gers, but uſe none: 


« I muſt be cruel only to be kind.” 


After leflons like mine, you wall reject 
the ſenſeleſs traſh of common- place pane- 


gyric, : 


„ 
gyric, which the train of courtly deceivers 
| fo laviſhly pour forth on every occaſion. 
They decorated with rapturous phraſe, 
thoſe execrable and ruinous meaſures, 


which, in times not far remote, plucked 


the brighteſt gem from that crown, which 
hereafter it will be your happineſs, or your 


misfortune, to wear. The ſame ſpecies of 


reptile adulation was exhauſted on one of 
your Royal Predeceſſors, in declarations of 
ſupport with life and fortune, and at a 
moment when the hollow courtiers were 


in treaty with a foreign Uſurper, and pre- 
paring themſelves for the rewards of early 


deſertion. 

Truſt not, as you value peace and ho- 
nour, rely not on ſuch broken reeds. Des- 
piſe, my gracious Prince, thoſe jeſuitic 
adviſers, who dare to tell you, that the 
Engliſh temper, and the national generoſity, 
are arrived at that ſtate of ripened maturity 
and indiſcriminate approbation, that every 


provocation, every obliquity, and every 


exceſs, will be overlooked, indulged, and 
forgiven, Tell theſe baſe, theſe miſtaken 


men, 
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men, that reaſon, experience, and every 
{ſcene around you, prove, to a demonſtra- 
tion, the folly and falſhood of their poſi- 
tions. Tell them, Sir, that their odious 
and abominable ſuggeſtions would drive 
you to the precjpice of irretricvable deſtrue- 
tion; that you expect love and veneration 
no longer tban you continue to deſerve 
them; that you rely on far other reſources 
than the miſerable pittance of an exhauſted 
people, to reſcue yourſelf from the unhap- 
py and diſhonourable ſituation, in which 
bad men, and worſe meaſures, have placed 
you. Tell them, that the lace and frip- 
pery with which they have, in deſpite of 
elegance or taſte, bedaubed the liveries 
of your vaſlals, would ſupport in comfort 
a thouſand wretched families. 

Munificence, f taſte, grandeur, and 
liberality, are the ſtale deluſions with 
which theſe ſhallow politicians have endea- 
voured, too ſucceſsfully, to impoſe on your 
underſtanding. To theſe objects, which 
are intimately blended with their own ſel- 
fiſh and ſiniſter purpoſes, they would ſacri- 


fice 


FI 
fice that wnbought grace of life, the decorum 
| of perſonal integrity, the eaſe and happi- 
| Neſs of a loyal people. 

Drive ſuch counſellors from your 
preſence ; daſh to the ground the Circæan 
draughts they ſo infidiouſly tempt you to 
{ſwallow ; the ſtruggle will be ſhort, the 
victory honourable and deciſive. | 

But my hopes and wiſhes, I thank God, 
are in ſome part already anticipated, and 
one half of the Herculean labour 1s already 
approaching to an accompliſhment. The 
money-changers, the publicans, the finners 
are driven from your temple. The magic 
of Calypſo has loſt its power ; the wolves, 
the vultures, the harpies, the hyenas, are 
driven to their dark and obſcene retreats, 
at. the radiant approach of the blue-eyed 
Caroline and Love. 

Without fear of inſult from men, and 
women” like men, an honeſt man, with no 
other intereſt, than the natural one which 
every Engliſhman naturally feels in the 
character of the Heir Apparent, an honeſt 
man now ventures to approach the Portico 
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of your Palace. With a warm wiſh to, 
ſerve, but not offend, he thus ventures to 
addreſs you in the language of freedom, 
| ſincerity, and common ſenſe. 
The predicament in which you are placed 
is, indeed, trying and peculiar ; it is ſuffi- 
cient to dye the cheeks, and ſhake the 
nerves, of a man of greater firmneſs and 
reſolution than you ever pretended to 
poſſe ſs. | | ; 
At a moment when Europe is almoſt 
over-run with republican torrents, and the 
mouldering barriers of debilitated monar- 
chy are ſhaken to their foundations, by the 
| battering rams or the doctrines of triumph- 
ant democracy ;—when the once towering 
Dynaſty of the Bourbons is grovelling in 
the duſt ; when liberty and equality rudely 
ſtare us in the face, and almoſt elbow us 
from our hereditary ſeats; at ſuch an in- 
auſpicious and perilous moment, moſt pru- 
dent men, at leaſt moſt prudent princes, 
would have thrown over the diſproportioned 
form, haggard viſage, and morbid excres- 
cences of ariſtocracy, the wholeſome veil 
of exterior decency and moderation. | 


Inſtead 


. 
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Inſtead of ſo falutary and laudable a 
conduct, judge of the anguiſh of your 
friends, and the triumphant ſarcaſms of 
your enemies, at your conduct, which af- 
fords ſuch ample materials to thoſe eloquent 
' declaimers in the cauſe of diſſatisfaction 
and complaint. With more than half 
your Father's ſubjects ſinking under the 
remorſeleſs gripe of penury, and what 
amounts almoſt to famine, the enormous 
price of the neceſſaries of life ;—with an 
income fully adequate to every purpoſe of 
neceſſary indulgence, or dignified ſuper- 
fluity, you preſent yourſelf at the bar of 
an aſtoniſhed and indignant people, a 
ROYAL MENDICAN T, weighed down with 
debts, accumulating in endleſs items, which 
puzzle the arithmetician to calculate, and 
perplex the unbluſhing duplicity of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to palliate 
or name. 

Obliged by the duty of office to bring 
forward the meaſure, it was evidently at 
the expence of conſiſtency and good faith. 
It was the unpropitious mercenary attempt 


of 


V 


of a venal advocate hired to defend, and 
at all events carry a meafure, which his ſo- 


ber judgment, and cooler reaſon execrated 
and abhorred ;——the unworthy ſtruggle 


was viſible and obſerved by every eye. - His 
manner, whatever ſucceſs may attend the 


meaſure, has effeCtually damned his moſt 
elaborate efforts; and the payment of your 


debts by a new call on the national purſe, 


ſhould ſo diſgraceful and ruinous a ſtep be 
ever taken, is clearly and indiſputably un- 
popular, equally foreign to the intereſts, 


as it is revolting to the feelings of the great 


body of the people. I cannot ſo far dis- 
grace the public voice, as to ſuppoſe it can 


be collected from the declarations of a few 
place-men, induced by a love of office to 
recommend what they inwardly diſapprove; 


or from the ſelfiſh outcries of a venal ca- 
bal, who with their worthleſs dependants, 
calling forth and encouraging your profuſe 
habits, are actually to ſhare in the ſpoils. 


As you regard that popularity and vene- 
ration, which with ſome exceptions, you 


and your worthy Father at preſent enjoy, 
| I earneſtly 
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I earneſtly intreat you to arreſt this unhal- 
| lowed application to Parliament at the 
threſhold, I adjure you by your honour ag 
a Prince, and your feelings as a man, not 
to permit the Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports to expoſe himſelf, and commit the 
credit of yourſelf and your family, on the 
diſgraceful buſineſs. Attempt not, wiſh 
not, aſk not, that the wild freaks of youth- 
ful extravagance, and the profuſion of me- 
retricious beauty, ſhould be repaid at the 
_ expence of an impoveriſhed people, bend- 
ing under the yoke of taxation already 
enormous. © 6 
Repair without delay, for moments on 
ſuch occaſions are precious beyond compu- 
tation, repair without delay to the palace 
of your Father, and in the preſence of 
your Mother and Siſters, throw yourſelf 
at the feet of a fond and indulgent Parent. 
Should the tears of repentance, or the 
memory of miſconduct, choak your utter- 
ance, yield without ſhame to the falutary 
emotions, they will be creditable to your 
feelings, and add force to the pathos of a 
filial 


filial appeal. Be aſſured, that our gracious 
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Sovereign your Father, could not hear you 
addreſs him in the following words, with- 
out ſympathy and redreſs. 
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«© | have been deceived and betrayed, 
my Royal Sire, by men without prin- 
ciple, and women with no one recom- 
mendation, but impudence and beauty. 
They have taken advantage of my amo- 
rous or idle moments, of the intervals 


of intoxication or inadvertency, to pluck. 


and plunder me without mercy. But 


though they have endeavoured to ridi- 


cule and degrade me, they have not, 
and I thank God, they cannot deprive 


me of my humanity as a man, and my 


honour as a gentleman, 


I cannot, I will not angenerouſly take 


advantage of the enthuſiaſtic attachment 


of your ſubjects, ſo many thouſands of 


whom, hungry and naked, are pining 


in abje& diſtreſs. I will not take ad- 


vantage of a generous temper, to tear 
from them the miſerable remnant which 


impoſt and expiring commerce have left 


them. 
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improvident and profuſe, but no conſi- 
deration ſhall prevail on me, to be cri- 
minal and mean, I prefer death to dis- 
honourable conduct; — there 
remains but one alternative. Your 
ACCUMULAT1ONS, my gracious Father, 
are notorious and immenſe, they have 
more than once been noticed by the 
ſcrutinizing eyes of patriots and politi- 
cians, their amount is ſo vaſt, that the 
ſum ſufficient to redeem my honour, 
would be little more than a drop taken + 
from the ocean. 


So glorious an opportunity of reſcuing 


your name from the parſimonious ſtig- 
ma which has been irreverently affixed 
to it, may not again occur, ſeize it with 
pleaſure, and ſatisfy the demands of my 
lawful creditors. I am content that the 
uſurious contracts of unprincipled para- 


ſites, and the illicit obligations of ano- 


ther kind, which I bluſh to name, ſhall 
be cancelled and firmly rejected. 


* Permit me to call to your recollection, 
1 | that 
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that it was at your earneſt perfuafion, 
and in conſequence of your promiſe, 
that the derangement of my finances 
ſhould be made eaſy, that I entered the 
holy ſtate of wedlock with my charming 


and amiable Couſin. I repeatedly told 


you, that my habits, and my previous 
engagements, unfitted me in many res- 
pes, for a married man, and the mas- 
ter of a family 


“The ſum will be quickly replaced by 


the judicious retrenchments and exem- 


plary ceconomy of yourſelf and my ex- 
cellent Mother, there will remain ample 
reſources for the marriage portions, or 
the domeſtic eſtabliſhments of wy love- 
ly Siſters, | 
„ You are intimately acquainted with 
the theories of pecuniary improvement, 
I therefore need not point out that moſt. 
valuable ſpecies of compound intereſt, 
that ample return of love, affection, and 
veneration, which will be ſhowered 
down upon. you, from your own off- 
ſpring, and from every rank of your 

6 ſubjects, 
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„ 
ſubjects. It was indeed from a firm 
conviction, that you meant to liquidate 


my debts yourſelf, and not throw 'me 


again on the charity of your ſubjects, 
that I conſented to the nuptial propoſals 
held forth to me, in your name, by my 
Mother. 


„Heſitate not, honoured Sir, on an oc- 


caſion, in which the happineſs of your 
Son, the repoſe of your kingdom, and 
your own credit, are ſo intimately con- 
cerned. By giving ſuch a convincing 
proof of diſintereſted attachment to me, 
and tenderneſs towards your heavy- bur- 
thened ſubjects, you will to the titles of 
a good huſband, and an excellent parent, 
add a new and more honourable one, 
that of a liberal and munificent father 
of your people. By ſo generous and 
godlike an act, you will diffipate the 
clouds of doubt and diſſatis faction, which 
at different times have obſcured the glo- 
ries of your reign, and what is of no 
ſmall importance, you will fecure to 
yourſelf, and the ſemale part of your 

« family, 
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family, a peaceable and uninterrupted 
enjoyment of the prodigious ſums which 


remain. Your name will be repeated 


by generations yet unborn, as a friend 
to the fatherleſs and widow, a ſoother 
of calamity and affliction.” 


